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nation halls or cells such as constitute the "universities*
of this country, continue from eighteen to twenty-four hours
of most exhausting mental labor. As out of the six or
seven hundred candidates, or even, in some districts, two
thousand candidates, only a limited number, usually about
one in twenty, are allowed to receive the degree, this test
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must often be repeated four or- five times, until the requisite
number are secured by elimination.
Some months later these, now termed the " flower of talent,"
repair to the provincial capital to be examined for the second
degree, also held every three years. Now contestants often
number ten thousand, of whom only about one in every hun-
dred can obtain the coveted honor. This test, correspond-
ingly more severe, but of the same character, ordinarily
occupies three clays and must be repented three; or four
times. The examination compositions in prose and verse